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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 1: Introduction 

Mt 28:16-20; Acts 13:44-48 

 
 
A couple of years ago I read the book The Mission of God’s People by 
Christopher Wright.  Early on in the book, Wright asked the question as to 

what it was that motivated the early church to mission. 

 What would be your answer to that question? 

 Is there something that personally motivates you, or is it something 

you don’t think about too much? 
 
One of the standard answers given in response is, “Obedience to the great 

commission.” 
 
Read Matthew 28:16-20.  Try to put yourself in the situation, hearing Jesus 

speak those very words. 

 What do you think he had in mind? 

 How do you think he saw it working out? 

 What do you think you might have thought at the time? 

 
Wright goes on to suggest that if that was the main motivation for the 

apostles and the early church to be on mission as they were, we might 
expect the writers of the New Testament to specifically refer back to it.  The 

problem is that they don’t.  Jesus’ words aren’t referred to again. 
 
Wright’s answer as to what motivated the early church to mission is that 

they ‘knew the story they were in’ (p. 36). 

 Before you go on, what do you think he meant by that? 

 
Look at Acts 13:44-47.  The setting is Pisidian Antioch.  One Sabbath, Paul 

went to the Jewish synagogue in Antioch, a Gentile city.  There he told the 
Jews the good news of Jesus (16ff) and, at the urging of the people (42), did 
the same again the following Sabbath (44).  However, he didn’t quite get the 

same reception the second time because the Jews got jealous at the crowds 
he was pulling and so took him to task and contradicted what he said (45). 

 Discuss Paul’s reason for doing what he went on to do. 

 How does this show he and the others knew the story they were in? 

 
What is the importance of knowing the story we’re in? 
 

 


