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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 2: Creation 

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:15-25 

 
 
 

Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study which was 
the introduction to the series.  What stood out for you? 

 
Read the above passages. 
 

Views about how creation came about range from: 

 God created everything out of nothing in a literal seven days of 24 hours 

each; to 

 all that exists happened through the big bang and the process of evolution 

i.e. God had no part in it. 
What is your view? 

 
It’s unfortunate that Genesis has been used in ways for which it was never 
intended.  It’s not particularly interested in how or when, but in Who.  It’s a story 

about God creating his temple and giving human beings their vocation within his 
world. 
 

Specifically consider Gen 1:26-28 and 2:15. 

 What do you think it means for humanity to be created in the image of God? 

 What’s your impression of what the garden was like and what people 

actually did within it? 

 Summarise in your own words the vocation God gave humanity. 

 What do you think the words ‘subdue’, ‘dominion’ and ‘keep’ mean? 

 Given that this vocation is still true for humanity today, how do we express 

it in our world? 

 What is the relationship between the things God established in creation, 

everyday life as it is for us in this world, and the coming new creation? 
 

Consider and discuss the following quotes: 
The fundamental human task is conceived in rather mundane terms as the 
responsible exercise of power on God’s behalf over our earthly environment. 
(J. Richard Middleton, A New Heaven and New Earth, p. 39) 

 
By our faithful representation of God, who is enthroned in the heavens, we extend 
the presence of the divine king of creation even to the earth, to prepare the earth for 
God’s full…presence, the day when God will fill all things. 
(Middleton, p. 49). 

 

The vocation in question is that of being a genuine human being, with genuinely 
human tasks to perform as part of the Creator’s purpose for his world.  The main 
task of this vocation is image-bearing, reflecting the Creator’s wise stewardship into 
the world and reflecting the praises of all creation back to its maker 
(Tom Wright, The Day The Revolution Began, 76). 

 


