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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 3: Spoiled Creation 

Genesis 3 

 
 
Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study which 
was a consideration of creation.  What stood out for you? 

 
We don’t know how long Adam and Eve got to live in the garden before the 

serpent entered the scene.  We usually assume the serpent was Satan in the 
form of a snake, but Genesis doesn’t actually say that.  Based on the 
writings of the era, it’s perhaps better to understand it as a chaos creature.  

In the ancient understanding, chaos creatures belonged to the divine 
sphere, but were not gods.  They were seen as mischievous and destructive 
and worked through deceit and misdirection.  Those things certainly 

characterise the serpent! 
 

 In what ways was the serpent deceitful? 

 What was the essence of the temptation he put before Eve (and 

Adam)? 

 What do you think verse 7 meant in saying ‘their eyes were opened’? 

 
The consequences of Adam and Eve’s actions were huge. 

 What were the consequences? 

 What impact did they have at the time? 

 What impact do they have for our own world? 

 Particularly consider the impact on relationships at all levels. 
 

We know that one of the results of Adam and Eve’s disobedience was the 
entrance of sin into the world. 

 What is your definition of sin? 

 How does that fit with what we see in this passage? 

 
One of the results of sin entering the world is that our understanding of 
reality and wisdom is warped.  Humans are adept at twisting things to make 

them seem more palatable.  We reduce the issue of sin to simply breaking 
the standards of a moral code such as the 10 Commandments.  That has 
the effect of making sin measurable, of enabling us to judge others for their 

sin, and giving us a checklist by which we can measure our own 
righteousness.  We see salvation as coming from keeping a close rein on the 

checklist. 
 
Consider and discuss these quotes in light of the above: 

The problem is that humans were made for a particular vocation which they 
have rejected; that this rejection involves a turning away from the living God 
to worship idols; that this results in giving to the idols — forces within the  
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creation — a power over humans in the world that was rightfully that of 
genuine humans; and this leads to a slavery, which is ultimately the rule of 
death in itself, the corruption and destruction of the good world made by the 
Creator. (Tom Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 86) 
 
Viewing Adam and Eve as priestly representatives in sacred space who 
brought the alienation of humanity from God’s presence may lead us to frame 
differently our questions about our current status in the present. It will help us 
to remind ourselves that salvation is more importantly about what we are 
saved to (renewed access to the presence of God and relationship with him) 
than what we are saved from. This point is significant because too many 
Christians find it too easy to think only that they are saved, forgiven and on 
their way to heaven instead of taking seriously the idea that we are to be in 
deepening relationship with God day by day here and now. (John Walton, 

The Lost World of Adam and Eve, 147) 


