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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 5: Creation and Covenant 

Genesis 17:1-8 

 
 
Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study which 
was a consideration of baptism.  What stood out for you? 

 
God’s interaction with Abraham started in Genesis 12.  Review Gen 12:1-3. 

 As you consider God’s words as a whole, what impression/s do you 
get? 

 You may recall when we spoke about what makes a good plot for a 
story: set the scene, something goes wrong, it’s fixed up, happily ever 

after.  Where do you think this story fits within the larger story? 
 
Read the above passage.  Tom Wright makes the comment that the promises 

to Abraham directly echo the commands to Adam. 

 Look back to Genesis 1 and 2 to see if you can find parallels between 

there and chapter 17.  It might help to consider the parallels under 
the headings of life, presence and land. 

 Given the parallels we find, what do you think was God’s point? 

 
In Genesis 1 & 2 God speaks to Adam and Eve by way of command.  You 

may note that by Gen 17 he no longer speaks in the form of a command but 
rather promise. 

 Why do you think there’s a change? 

 What is the significance of the change? 

 
The gospel as it is commonly preached often goes from Genesis 3 straight to 

the New Testament, skipping over a huge portion of the Old Testament. 

 Why do you think this is the case and what is the risk of doing it? 

 Given we are considering the big story of the whole Bible, what 
importance do you think God’s interaction with Abraham holds in 

terms of where the story’s come from and where it’s going? 
 
I mentioned last week that even events that happened many years ago still 

impact us today.  In what way might this story have an effect in your life? 


