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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 7: Exile and Forgiveness 

Ex 25:17-22; Ezek 10:9-19; Jer 31:31-34 

 
 
Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study.  What 
stood out for you? 

 
In the study we did on God making a covenant with Abraham, we saw 

parallels between creation and what God intended to do from there on.  We 
especially mentioned life, presence and land.  This study picks up the theme 
of God’s presence. 

 
We know that the situation changed in Genesis 3, but consider some of the 
ways in which God still made his presence known. 

Look at Gen 17:1-8; 28:10-17; Exodus 3:1-15; 25:17-22; 40:34-38; 2 
Chronicles 6:40-7:3. 

• What do you learn about God’s presence from these verses? 

• How had it changed from the garden? 

• What do you think it was ultimately pointing towards? 
 

While God was present, and remained faithful to his covenant, there was 
still a time when he was absent to his people.  Look again at Ezekiel 10:9-

19. 

• What do you think is symbolised here (you may need to have a bit of a 

look at the wider context)? 
 
The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 587 BC, an event that caused 

huge grief for the Israelites as they were carried off to exile in Babylon. 

• What’s your understanding of why that happened?  Consider 

Lamentations 4:22. 
We know from history that the temple was rebuilt, but there’s no indication 

in the Bible that at any time did the glory of the Lord fill the 2nd temple as it 
had the first and the tabernacle. 
 

If this condition of God being absent (so to speak) was to be changed, it 
would need forgiveness of sins and return from exile.  Read Jer 31:31-34 
and Ezekiel 43:1-5. 

• What do these passages signal about God’s presence, forgiveness and 

return from exile? 


