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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 9: The Cross and Resurrection 

Isaiah 52:7-12; Mk 1:9-15 

 
 
Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study.  What stood 
out for you? 

 
It’s important that we understand the context for the cross and resurrection.  

There’s a larger context and a more immediate one. 
 
Read the Mark Passage above.  This is a window into the larger context.  In true 

Mark style, he doesn’t give us a lot of detail but gets straight into the story.  He 
begins with John the Baptist, records Jesus’ baptism and temptation, and then in 
verses 14 & 15 he records (what is probably a summary) of the first words Jesus 

proclaimed. 

• What does he mean by ‘the time is fulfilled’? 

• The kingdom of God is a summary statement of all that Jesus did and 
preached.  What is the kingdom? 

• In what ways do we see the kingdom active and acting in Jesus’ ministry? 

• Read the Isaiah passage and see what he had to say about the coming 

kingdom. 

• The appropriate response to the kingdom is repent and believe.  What do 

they look like? 

 
The more immediate context is the Passover, a festival which rehearsed the events 
of the original Passover and exodus and one the Jews had celebrated for centuries.  

In terms of the Passover, we tend to focus on what Jesus said re the bread and 
blood, but Jesus’ focus would have been on the whole event of the Exodus which 
the Passover kicked off. 

• What’s encapsulated in the whole event surrounding the original Passover? 

• Out of that, what do you think Jesus might intend to symbolise by choosing 

the time of the Passover for his crucifixion? 
 

Given the larger context of the kingdom, and the more immediate context of the 
Passover: 

• How are the two connected? 

• Together, what do they tell us about the meaning and significance of the 

cross and resurrection? 

• How does that compare with our usual understanding? 

 
Read Jeremiah 31:34. 

• Where does this fit within kingdom and Passover (the Lord’s supper)? 
 

Read Mark 10:45. 

• Where does this fit?  (Link it with Isaiah 53.) 


