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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 10: Cross and Resurrection Part 2 

1 Cor 15:1-11; John 18:28-19:16 

 
 
Before you start this study, do a quick refresher on last week’s study.  What 

stood out for you? 
 

Read John 18:33-36. 

• What do you think Pilate would have understood about Jesus’ 
kingdom? 

• What do you think Jesus meant? 
 
Read John 19:10-15. 

• What insight do these verses give us into Pilate’s and the High Priests’ 
understanding of what a kingdom was all about? 

 

The passage from 1 Corinthians 15 is a summary statement of the gospel as 
Paul preached it.  It’s clear that the resurrection of Jesus plays a prominent 
part in the gospel.  The resurrection was far more than a good news ending 

to what had been an horrific series of events.  It did far more than simply 
offer followers of Jesus hope for eternal life.  It meant that a whole new way 

living and being was possible. 
 
Discuss these quotes from Brian Zahnd (Beauty Will Save the World: 
Rediscovering the Allure and Mystery of the Gospel): 

Ultimate truth is not power enforced through violence, but love expressed 
through forgiveness.  (Zahnd, 68) 

Christ came to bring the world a new government that would be organised 
around love and forgiveness.  (Zahnd, 68) 

Seen through the lens of the resurrection, the cross is no longer the shameful 
humiliation of Christ, but the shameful public humiliation of the principalities 

and powers.  (Zahnd, 86) 

• In light of these quotes and the above passages, what is the nature of 
Jesus’ kingdom? 

• What’s the relationship between kingdom and resurrection? 

• In what sense was the resurrection a vindication of the character of 
Jesus and his kingdom? 

• Given that the resurrection ushered in a whole new way of living and 
being, what things characterise that within the life of the church? 


