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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 16: The Ascension 

Daniel 7:13-14; Acts 1:6-11 

 
I’m guessing that the ascension may be a topic you may not have heard too much 
about.  I know it’s not one I’ve ever preached, and I don’t recall hearing anything 
on it either. 

 
As you begin, share with the others your own thoughts about Jesus’ ascension 

and its significance. 
 
Start with the Daniel 7 passage (it would be helpful to read verses 1-14 to help 

understand the context). 

• Describe in your own words what you picture happening in the story. 

• What do you think is the main emphasis? 

• What role is played by the Son of Man (or human being, depending on your 
translation)? 

 

Now read the Acts passage again. 
Some have taken this passage as a picture of the ultimate goal for believers i.e. 
going to be with him in heaven (wherever that it) when we die. 

• What has been your own understanding? 
 

The Jewish understanding was that earth is our space and heaven is God’s space, 
with the two sometimes intersecting. 

• Given that this is the correct understanding, what is the significance of 
Jesus ‘going into heaven’? 

 

Son of Man 
• Given that ‘Son of Man’ was a term Jesus frequently applied to himself (e.g. 

Matthew 8:20; 9:6; 10:23; 11:19; 12:8 and so on), and he most likely had 
this passage in view when he used the term—what is the relationship 
between the Daniel Passage and Jesus’ ascension? 

• What does that tell you the ascension was all about? 

• What’s the significance that it was Jesus the human who ascended to 
heaven? 

 

Kingdom and Spirit 
• What significance does it hold that the story of the ascension is sandwiched 

between Jesus promising the Spirit and Pentecost where that promise was 

fulfilled? 

• The whole story of the Scriptures (OT & NT) is the story of the King and his 
Kingdom.  What part does the ascension play in that? 

• Considering kingdom and Spirit, what is the role of the Spirit in relation to 
believers? 


