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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 17: The Mission of the Church 

Luke 24:46-49; Acts 26:16-18 

 
 
This study is broad in scope, covering much of the NT as we consider the mission 
of the church. 

 
What is your understanding of the message and mission of the church? 

• How does that apply individually? 

• Corporately? 

• In what way’s is the mission of the church shaped by our understanding of 
the gospel itself? 

 
Read the above passages.  The passage from Luke records Jesus’ last words to the 

disciples; the one from Acts records Jesus’ words to Paul on the road to 
Damascus. 

• What do you learn about the mission of the church from these two 
passages? 

• It seems to me that in today’s world the church is increasingly seen as a 
relic from the past and way out of touch with contemporary realities and 
knowledge.  How do we proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in this 

setting? 

• What does it mean to repent? 

• How is forgiveness experienced? 
 

One of the habits we have is to read the Scripture (especially the New Testament) 
as though it is written to us personally.  While that aspect is quite valid, it often 

limits the scope of the gospel and its mission.  Tom wright makes the point that 
while there is the personal element, the bigger picture is that in the new order 
that’s come through Jesus’ death and resurrection, forgiveness itself is the new 

reality. 
 
Discuss this quote: 

To say yes to Jesus’ resurrection is….to say yes to the new world of 
forgiveness that was won on the cross, the world that was launched into 
heaven and earth reality on Easter morning. Resurrection and forgiveness are 
not strange things that might perhaps happen in the old creation. They are the 
hallmarks, the tell-tale signs, the characteristic marks of the new creation.  
Tom Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 385. 

 

What does that mean in terms of the mission of the church? 


