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Gawler Baptist Church 

Living in the Story 
Study 18: The Second Coming of Jesus 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 
 
What is your own experience of the theology and understanding of the Second 
Coming? 

• Was this helpful? Unhelpful? 

• What insights or questions do you have? 
 
Read the 1 Thessalonians passage. 

• What do you think is Paul’s main purpose in including that in his letter? 

• In what sense is it pastoral? 

• Try to put yourself in the place of a church a few years after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  We see from references within the letters written to the 
churches of the time that there was a sense that Jesus was coming again.  
What issues do you think that might have raised for those people? 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

• Verses 13 & 14 indicate Paul’s main purpose in writing.  Check what he 
says with what you discussed further up. 

• Consider verse 16 in light of Exodus 19:10-25.  What may Paul’s words 
about trumpets and archangels evoked for the Thessalonians? 

• Read Daniel 7:9-14.  What link (if any) does this passage have with Paul’s 
reference to Jesus coming in the clouds and meeting him in the air? 

Parousia 
The word translated ‘coming’ [15] is the Greek word ‘parousia’.  Here’s Wikipedia’s 

definition: 
From the Ptolemaic period to the second century of the common era “parousia” 
was used in the East as a technical expression to denote the arrival or visit of 
a king or emperor, and celebrated the glory of the sovereign publicly.  The 
Greek word parousia here corresponded to the Latin word advent.  The main 
use is the physical presence of a person, the prospect of the physical arrival of 
that person, especially the visit of a royal or official personage and sometimes 
as an extension of this usage, a formal "occasion". https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parousia 

It was generally an occasion for celebration, and the people of the town would go 
outside the town to meet [17] the dignitary and escort them back in procession. 

 
Given this was the meaning of ‘coming’ in the context within which Paul was 
writing, we can’t simply ignore this in trying to understand what Paul was saying. 

• In light of the meaning of parousia at the time, what does Paul’s description 
in this passage tell us about the second coming of Jesus? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parousia

